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to demonstrate matters connected with their departments,
or to settle any questions that might arise.

Each one of these officials would have his own camp,
which would be pitched in line with that of the Chief
Commissioner according to the rigid rules of precedence
among these officials. Then the native magistrate of the
beat, the teksildar as he was called, was never absent for
a moment, having to satisfy the continuous demands of all
these officials and their retinues for supplies of every sort
and description. The escort would consist of a company
of Native Infantry under a European officer, whom I ought
to have included in the personal staff, whilst a detachment
of the old Mahratta Cavalry, now being transformed by
degrees into mounted police, escorted the cavalcade on each
march, and carried urgent despatches. When the number
of servants and horses that accompany each official is
remembered, it will be understood how huge was the
gathering in all its parts. Most officers had a double
supply of tents, one to inhabit and a duplicate to send on
at night to be,ready for the arrival on the morrow. All
the Chief Commissioner's tents were duplicated, so it can
be imagined how, on the march, the baggage-train resembled
that of a small army. Temple always rode the marches,
and it was considered de vigimw for all the other officers to
do the same, though several attempted to shirk the ordeal.
And the cavalcade, as it started in the morning with the
cavalry escort in their light - blue uniforms, was quite im-
posing. There were occasional halts on the way to inspect
certain points and to listen to native petitioners. At the
end of the march the Chief Commissioner would be met
by the whole staff of the neighbouring district, and by a
mass of native officials, sightseers, petitioners, and the local
musicians, who, with torn-toms and other weird instru-
ments, would make music of a very decided, if inharmonious,
description* The actual staff were the guests of the Chief
Commissioner. All the other officers had their own camp
arrangements, and were invited from time to time to join